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Prof. Sobredo 
ATTENDANCE 

•  PRINT your FULL NAME 
•  Major and Year (Freshman, Soph, etc.) 
•  How many ETHN classes have you taken? 
•  What is your goal in university? 
•  What is your educational goal for this 

class? 
 

Dr. J. Sobredo 

Ethnic Studies 
Professor: James Sobredo, Ph.D.  

 
Office: Amador Hall 563A 

 

Syllabus is located online at: 

www.csus.edu/aas/sobredo 

World Trade, ���
Global Economy, Globalization &���

Global Migrations

Brief History of ���
International & World Trade

•  Hellas: Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE)
– Egypt, Middle East, India, Asia (Silk Road)

•  Ancient Rome: Roman Empire 
– Egypt, Africa, Middle East, Europe, UK, India

•  Venice & Marco Polo: Silk Roads
•  Dutch East India Company (1602)

–  1st Multinational Corporation & issued STOCKS

•  British East India Company



1/28/16 

2 

Source: Wikipedia.com

Why Did European Explorers 
“Sail the Ocean Blue”?

•  GOAL = Asia & the Spice Islands
•  LOCATION=National Secret 

– Arabs kept the routes secret
– Led Europeans to believe it was in Africa

•  Enormous Profits: Magellan 10,000 times!
–  Indonesia’s Spice Islands = the source
– Venice = Europe’s main market place

•  Marco Polo & overland route

China Today 

•  Largest Economic 
Boom in History!

•  Largest Population!
•  2nd Largest Econ (2010)!

•  Paul Krugman, 
Princeton (Econ) & 
Nobel Prize 2008): 
LARGEST economy 
in 15 years!

•  IMF says 2016 !

Source: http://www.latimes.com/world/population/ 
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2012 Warning from World Bank World Bank 2012 Report: Wall Street J. 23 Feb. 2012 
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Real Life Example:  NY Times, 20 August 2015 Future of China’s Economy 
Quartz (Atlantic Magazine), 20 July 2015  

Class Discussion: 

What Has this Got to Do with: 
 

1. The U.S. dollar’s strength? 
 

2. The Price of Gasoline in the United States? 
 

* * * EXPLAIN WHY * * *  

Price of Crude Oil/barrel 
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Bloomberg Business News Bloomberg Business News: 3. 24.2015 

ETHN 110 & ETHN 114 
•  Syllabus 
•  ASSESSMENT 
•  GRADES: 300 pts 

–  2 exams = 200 pts   
•  SCANTRON 60% 
•  Essays 40% 

–  Oral History = 50 pts 
–  Class work   = 50 pts 
–  Total = 300 pts 

•  EVERYTHING is 
submitted online SacCT 

•  Professor LECTURES & 
then allows discussion 
–  No PPT available 
–  See 80 yr old Berkeley Prof 

•  WAIT until lecture 
presentation is done before 
you ask questions 

•  Discussion time after 
lecture presentation 

•  Longer discussions on 
assigned topics on SacCT 

•  *Try to have fun in class :) 

Price of Oil71% & Gasoline: 
Supply & Demand 

•  Suppliers 
–  OPEC 
–  Russia 
–  Canada 
–  United States 

•  Texas, Alaska, 
Oklahoma, N. Dakota 

•  Commodities Traders 
*they determine the 
PRICE of oil/gas 

•  Demand by 
customers 
–  United States 
–  China 
–  India 

 
•  Disasters 
   *refineries explode 

 
•  Politics 
   *Niall Ferguson 
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Bloomberg Business News: 3. 24.2015 
Professor’s analysis/POV: 

Shadow Banking 

More Problems for China 

Disputed Islands & Taiwan 

“China’s New Island in the S Chia Sea” 
BBC, 21 June 2015 
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Apple Stock Prices:  iPhones are “Made in China” 

5-year Chart of Oil Prices 
http://www.infomine.com/investment/metal-prices/crude-oil/5-year/ 
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Key Terms/Concepts 
•  Silk Roads = 1st major 

international trade to Asia 
•  Alexander the Great 
•  Magellan & 10,000 profit 
•  Dutch East India Comp. 

–  1602 multinational, stocks 
•  China = #2 Economy 
•  China’s currency 
•  IMF 2012 warning: China 
•  Prof. Paul Krugman’s 

prediction of China 

•  IMF 2016 Prediction 
•  Shadow banking 
•  China’s population 
•  Germany = #1 econ. 

*Workers work least 
number of hours 

•  Why devalue Chinese 
currency? 

•  China’s future: Japan 
or USA? 

•  OIL: OPEC & Russia 

Oral History Project 
ETHN 110 & ETHN 114 

Go over in detail 
* * * 

ETHN 119:  
Video-interviews & Daguhoy 

Lodge Project 


